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of the Foreign Office officials., but a number of other
officials, amongst others a Councillor of Finance. Aegidi
was bragging about Ms patron's prospects of obtaining
the Secretaryship of State, and prophesied the creation
of an Imperial Ministry in which Keudell would have
a post. The Financial Councillor shook his head,
however, and as Aegidi went on in the same boastful
tone, told him plainly that Keudell was not fit for the
position of Secretary of State, as he had no political
judgment; that he was still less suitable for the
Imperial Chancellorship, in which position he would
within a month " drive the cart into the ditch " ; and that
he was about equally unsuitable for the Ministry of
Foreign. Affairs, as there he would intrigue with all
his might against the Prince, "-Aegidi, it seems, was
astounded at hearing these views," said Bucher, in
concluding his report

I should observe that Bucher had DO reason per-
sonally to dislike Keudell. He had suffered nothing at
his hands, and had nothing to apprehend from him. He
simply loathed his selfishness and love of intrigue, and
the impotent conceit with which he flattered himself
that he might one day become Imperial Chancellor,
whereas he had none of the necessary qualifications for
the post,
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